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position was yet one of hardship. Certain bodies scrupled to make money out of their conscientious ol As is well known, the Corporation of the City of Lo upon the plan of augmenting the building fund of t Mansion House by passing a by-law in 1748 fining any I who refused to serve when presented for nomination a and then proposing rich Nonconformists for that offi until 1767 did the able pronouncement of Lord Mansfu Upper House secure the rejection of this odious device, forth Nonconformists secured immunity from fines fo: to serve in offices that were barred by the test of tl ment.
Nevertheless their position was far from enviable freaks of insular logic Protestant Dissenters were a! vote in parliamentary elections and even to sit in the Commons; but though they had a share in the ma amending of laws, they could hold no office in a Corpc any of the great London Companies; commissions in 1 navy, and offices in other public services were ah closed to them. Severe penalties hung over the hea one who, in reliance on the annual Act of Indemnity) to infringe any of these singular enactments. Publi approved this exdusiveness; and an anecdote tol humorous mass of intolerance, Dr. Johnson, shows judice was still keen in the circles which he frequet Sir Robert Chambers, and John Scott (the future Lor were walking in the gardens of New Inn Hall at Oxfthr lortttit a(tt two town-* in »}t»r-.ti«in inijjhi be ihr br^tnniiifj «»| 4 Hv4rin whu h \v»*utd nu«!rim»Mr thr tibrrtien tif J'j»|, While trr.itut).1; thi'» atf.uiwjti with thr i'mttrtttpt it < Pitt det'lafed that hr b*»wrir| !*r|»*fr thr (rrltntJ *'' *hi Tim I'ojliHJrlH rifjriil *»| |»8|»r tvofk') Ut t'hprI«HIf^ J.tl-;' I'.vr ke, who H»W mort.il tLyigcr !«• ifir t»»«Iy j^4s!s« in ilsr «• •al of the smallest rag of nnti«|iiity, ^«ttf»|ilifjsr«irt )n the skill with whitih lie had ^Hiiit i«t «i,il*rtion   tilh.it «f nt»ml»rr-* its Ihr H«»u">r.
